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DE AMICITIA

(ON FRIENDSHIP)

INTRODUCTION

Quintus Muctus,* the Au-
gur, used to repeat very

entertainingly from mem-

many of the sayings
?'Caius Laelius,? his fa-
her-m-law, to whom k-



- wic and
ted, f‘r’:mained at-
man’s side. It tht
pened that T was
commit to memory
of his longer disc
"~ as well as his brie
pithy remarks, an
devote myself to tl
creasing of my own |
- ledge through his wit
' Wﬁen he died I att:
myself to Scaevola,
Pontifex Maximus, v
I venture to call the



place. Ireturn now to the
Augur.

Among the many that
I remember, I recall in par-
ticular one occasion when,
seated, as was his custom,
in his hemicyclium $ with
myself and a few of his
most intimate friends about
him, he chanced to speak



—easess aLu LAt VUIA O TC
peat to us a conversatiol
about friendship whicl
Laelius had held with hin
and with his other son-in
law, Caius Fannius,? the
son of Marcus, a few day:
after the death of Afri
canus.® The substance
of this conversation ]
committed to memory,
and I have set it forth 1n
my own words in this es-
say, casting the matter in
the form of a dialogue to



tore, very willing to grant
your request, and in grant-
ing it to be of service to
others also. And as in
«“Cato the Elder,” or «“Old
Age,” which was inscribed
to you, I introduced the
aged Cato™ as the chiet
disputant, because no char-
acter seemed to me so
suited to one who should

5



in vigor; so it has seet
to me fitting to assigr
Laelius the thoughts ab
friendship which Scaev
remembered that he
tered, especially since
have heard from our
ders that the intimacy ti
existed between Lael
and Publius Scipio™ w
very remarkable. Besid
this method of presentis
the subject, resting as
does on the authority -
illuStl’inns men b L



I, when I read my own
book on “ Old Age,”some-
times feel that it is not I
who am speaking, but
Cato himself.

As I, an old man, then
wrote to an old man of
old age, so now I write
lovingly of friendship to
the best of friends. Then
Cato spoke, a man older
than almost all his con-
temporaries and of greater
practical wisdom than any;
but now that friendship is
the theme, Laelius, a man



— —evvea

of Africanus. The con-
versation is opened by
them and Laelius replies.
Their whole talk is of
friendship; and in what
they say you will find
yourself portrayed.



ricanus, nor one more il-
lustrious. But you should
remember in your griet
that the eyes of all men
are now turned upon you,
whom they both think
and call the Wise. For al-
though, as we know, this
title was given by our ta-
thers to Lucius Atilius,™
and recently to Marcus
Cato,” both of them re-
ceived it for reasons some-



——e~ wsaa

account of the variety of
his attainments: for so
much practical wisdom
both in the Senate and the
courts—so much foresight
in planning, energy in ex-
ecution, and skill in de-
fense — was credited to
him, that in his later years
“the Wise” became as it
were his distinguishing
name. You, on the other
hand, are so esteemed, not
only on account of your
- .. Al



one man * at Athens who
was declared to be the
wisest by the Delphic ora-
cle (for the Seven, though
so called, are not held to
belong to the number of
the truly wise by those who
think more profoundly).
This wisdom people
think you possess—a wis-
dom which teaches you to
seek the source of all hap-
piness in yourself alone,
and to esteem the haps and



cant in comparison with
virtue. Accordingly they
are asking me, and Scae-
vola too, I suppose, how
you are bearing the death
of Africanus; and their
curiosity is increased by
the fact that recently when
we assembled, as usual, for



tell them,however, thatthe
reason of your absence
from the official meeting
of the Augurs was not your
afHliction but ill-health.
Lakrius.  And you an-
swered well, Scaevola, and
truly. For had I been
well I ought not on ac-
count of my unhappiness
to have neglected a duty
which I have always punc-
tually discharged; nor do
I think that any mis-



of firm character to be
guilty of such shortcom-
ings. But, Fannius, when
you tell me that wisdom
and virtue are attributed
to me beyond what I can
admit or desire, you speak
as a friend; and I do not



indeed, famous for his
words; but Cato is illus-
trious through his deeds.
This in reply to Fannius:
as regards myself, I will
now answer you both.
If I were to deny that
I deeply feel the death of
Scipio, those who profess
to be wise in such matters™
must judge whether such
an attitude of mind is right
or wrong—but certainly I



loss of the best friend that
I know man ever had or,
I feel sure, ever will have.
But I need no external
remedy for my wound; I
am able to heal myself,
especially with the consol-
ing thought that, unlike
most who areoverwhelmed



- wuc ¢ For unl
he had wished — what
never thought of —to
exempt from death, wh
was there within th
proper limits of huma
desire that he did not at
tain 2—he who by the ex:
traordinary virtues of his
early manhood surpassed
even the highest hopes
that his fellow-citizens had
already formed of him in
his boyhood; who never
sought the Cone-?-'"



late for the safety of the
Republic; and who by
the overthrow of two cities,
both fiercely hostile to our
state, not only put an end
to existing wars but also
prevented them for the fu-
ture. Why should I spealg



a few more years of life ?
For old age, even though
it may not be in itself
a burden,—as I remem-
ber Cato maintained in a
conversation with Scipio
and myself the year betore
he died,— necessarily im-
pairs that vitalityand vigor



most glorious one was the
day before his death, wher
toward evening, on the
adjournment of the Sen
ate, he was escorted to hi:
home by the Conscript
Fathers, the Roman peo:
ple, the Latins, and the al
lies. From this lofty plane
of honor he seems not tc
have descended to the
shades but to have as-
cended to the gods.

For I do not agree with
thAara20 olka L...o _C 1 .



.esunits—of our ance.
who surely would not
established religious
for the dead if they
thought that the dead h
no concern in themj;
those philosophers w
by their schools and
struction made Mag:
Graecia ** (now utterly d
cayed but then flourishing
famous for learning; ar
of that sage, judged by tt
oracle of Apollo to t
the wisest of ~



-1y and that this retur
is easiest for the most uf
right and the best. An
this was also the belief of
Scipio who, almost pro-
phetically, a little while
before his death, in the
presence of Philus,” Man-
ilius,*and several others,—
and of you, too, Scaevola,
for you had come with
me,—talked on three suc-
cessive days abont ¢-- 7



eaeurt 1D TDE DC
easy in proportion t
moral worth, for w
can this flight to the ;
have been easier than
Scipio? I, therefore,
to lament his fate lest si
grief should show more
envy than of friendsh
Even if the truth is w
the other belief, that so
and body perish togeth
and that no consciousne
survives, it remains certa
that if death brinee ~-

.
mno -



to him, as 1 have said,
the best has happened ;
though not to me, for as
I came into the world be-
fore him I ought to have
been the first to leave it.
But so delightful is the
recollection of our friend-
ship that the happiness of
my life seems to me to
have been that I lived
with Scipio; for we were
united in domestic and
in public affairs, at home
oy



-~putation for wi
which Fannius just 1
tioned — and which
certainly not merited-
by the hope that
memory of our friends
will never perish; and t.
I have at heart the mc
because in all the pa
scarcely three or four pai.
of friends have becom
famous —a group i
which I hope, the frienc
ship of Laelius and Scipi
will be known +-

ol



vuid WO, 1 am sure —
you will talk to us abo
friendship, just as you ¢
about other matters wh
your opinion is sougth
telling us what are yo
ideas about it, what,
your opinion, is its cha
acter, and what rules yc
would lay down with r
gard to it.

Scaevora. I shall t
very glad to listen; and
was about to ask you t
do this when Fannius ar



leisure. But who am 1
that I should discuss this
theme or what capacity
have T to do it justice ?
To speak without prepara-
tion on topics suggested
by others is a custom
among philosophers, espe-
cially the Greeks. But
the art is a difficult one,
and requires not a little
practice. It seems to me,
therefore, that you would
do better to seek what can



lifel; for theJre iscnothing
else so fitted to nature —
so well suited both to pros-
perity and to adversity.
But I assert as a first prin-
ciple that friendship can
exist only between those
who are good; nor.would
I split hairs in defining
this word * good,” as
some® do who discuss
these matters with sub-



place in the experience
of common life, and not
those which are mere pro-
ducts of fancy or objects
of aspiration. For I will
never call Caius Fabri-
cius,?® Manius Curius,?
or Tiberius Coruncanius,®®
wise, though our ancestors
judged them to be so, if I
have to measure them by
the standard of wisdom
set up by these philoso-
phers. Let them kecp,



Y e

But this‘they will not do;
they will not for a moment
concede that any one can
be good who is not, in
their sense of the word,
wise. Let us appeal, then,
to plain common sense.
From this point of view it
is clear that those who so
act and live as to prove
their good faith, upright-
ness, justice, and gener-
osity, and show that they
harbor no covetousness,

Tinanal-



had those whom I have
mentioned,—ought to be
called the good men they
are esteemed to be, be-
cause, as far as men can,
they follow nature, which
is the best guide to a good
life. :

For it seems to me evi-
dent that from the very
fact of our birth there ex-



iatcer good will may |
taken away, but nev
from friendship ; sinc
when good will is lost tt
very name of friendship

destroyed, while that ¢
relationship remains. Ho
great the power of frienc
ship is can best be see
from this, that in huma
tellowship, wide as it is
and established as it is b
nature herself, the spher
of true and tender affec
tion is so narrowed tha



~«vuic, With good-
and affection: and no
ter thing than this, it sec
to me,— unless we exc
wisdom,—has been giv
to man by the immor
gods. Some prefer wealt
some health, some powe
some public honors, an
very many pleasure. Bu
the last is,asan end, worth'
only of beasts, while th
others are precarious an
transitory, and depend no

so much upon or-
.



Lue tnere can be no trien
ship at all.

Nor would I, like son
philosophers,® define v:
tue, as I here employ tl
word, in grandiloque:
terms, but rather in a
cordance with our ordi:
ary habits of life an
speech, citing as virtuou
men those who have bee
esteemed to be so—th
Pauli, the Catos, the Gall
the Scipios, the Phili. O
dinary human life find



place, what life can be
worth living, as Ennius
says, which lacks the calm
joy which flows from the
mutual affection of friend-
ship? What is sweeter
than the possession of a
friend with whom one can
communeas withone’sown
soul? What enjoyment
would there be in prosper-
lty without one to rejoice
in your good fortune as
much as you do yourself?



ed without the
itic friend who is
eved than you by
fortune. In short,
:r things that men
r are fitted, almost
for particular ends
wealth for use,
or the securing of



able,— but of true and per-
fect love, like that of the
few whose mutual affec-
tion has become famous.
Friendship such as this
makes prosperity more
bright, and by dividing
and sharingadversity light-
ens its weight.
Friendship, moreover,
not only comprises the
most numerous and im-
portant practical advan-
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the great power of friend-
ship and harmony, it can
be removed by a glance
at the obvious results of
strife and discord; for
what house is so stable,
what state so firmly based,
that it cannot be over-
thrown to its foundations
by disaffection and malice ?
From this you can judge
of the value of friendship.
A certain philosopher? of
Agrigentum, it is said,



Greek, in which he sang
that all things throughout
the universe that move
apart are dissevered by
discord, while those that
stand united are drawn to-
gether by love. But this
all mortals understand, and
prove its truth by their



was Orestes — Pylades de-
clared that he was Orestes
in order that he might be
slain in his friend’s stead,
while Orestes insisted that
he was the true Orestes—
as in fact he was! The
spectators rose to their feet,



trom those who malk
a business of such di
courses.

Fannius. We woul
rather hear it from you
though I have often
questions to those hlﬁ)
ophers and heard thelr al
swers with pleasure. Yot
discourse, however, has
somewhat different stam

Scaevora. You wou
sa]y that more emphatic

, Fannius, if you ha
been bnresent recentlv i



not triendship ¥ s it not
easy for him to defend
it who has attained the
highest renown for pre-
serving it with the utmost
fidelity, constancy, and
equity ?

Lakrius. But this is to
employ force! For what
matters it how you com-
pel me 2—T amcompelled
beyond a doubt. For it is
not easy, nor is it right,
to refuse the earnest re-



forcibly occurred to me is
this : whether friendship is
to be sought because of a
feeling of weakness and
_ need, in order that by the
?iving and receiving of
avors, each may obtain
from his friend what he is
least able to do for himself,
and, in turn, may render
his friend the same aid;
or whether friendship —
though this mutual aid-
giving is one of its essen-



friendly conduct. Profit,
indeed, is often gained
from those who are hon-
ored in pretended friend-
ship only,and are esteemed
only because they relieve
the needs of their intim-
ates; in true friendship, on
the contrary, there is no
feigning, no deceit, but
whatever is done comes
from a true heart and a
free will. Wherefore it
seems to me to spring



loving ratner wan o
calculation of the advan-
tages that may flow from
1t.

Its truecharacter may, in
fact, be perceived even in
some brutes, for they love
their offspring for a time
and are, in turn, so loved
by them that this natural
affection is easily discerned.
In man, of course, this is
much more clear; first



think we see a bright ex-
ample of integrity and
virtue. For there is no-
thing more lovable than
virtue, nothing that more
quickly wins affection;
in fact, for their virtue
and uprightness we love
even those whom we have
never seen. Who does
not hold the memory of
Caius Fabricius and Man-
tus Curius in affectionate
regard, though he never






will begins to glow with
extraordinary ardor. But
if any think that it is be-
gotten by a sense of need
—in order to have a friend
who may give us what
we lack — they assign to
friendship, as it were, a
mean and ignoble origin
in tracing its birth to pov-
erty and want. If this
view of its origin were
true, then each one would

be fitted for friendship in
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equipped with virtue and
wisdom that he has need
of no one, and regards
his fortunes as dependent
upon himself alone, that
he excels in seeking and in
preserving affection. How
absurd not to admit this!
Did Africanus have need
ofme? No, by Hercules!
—nor I of him. For I
was drawn to him by ad-
miration of his virtue, and
he loved me for the good



in the hope of obtaining
them. We are not kind
and generous in order that
we may exact a return —
for we do not put our
good-will out at usury, but
are by nature inclined to
generosity; and in the
same way, it seems to me,
friendship ~ should  be
sought not from the hope
of pay but for the proﬁt
that 1s found in love it-
self.



sent. Nor is this stra:
For men who have fi
all their thoughts upor
end so low and so ign¢
cannot lift them to w
is exalted, noble, and
vine. Accordingly,wer.
dismiss these philosopl
from our discussion; :
we will assume it to
granted that the sentim
of love and the emot
of affectionate good-v

are begotten in us
hnman natnra sensll



and each is more eager to
confer favors upon his
friend than to demand
them from him; in this
matter there is, indeed, an
honorable rivalry between
them.

Thus will the greatest
advantages be obtained
from friendship, and its de-
rivation from nature, rather
than from need, will be
more noble and more real.

Lol e LI I






the private interests of
friends conflict, or that
they differ in opinion on
public affairs. Our habits
and dispositions, too, he
used to say, change —a
result sometimes of ad-
versity, sometimes of ad-
vancing years. And as
an illustration of this he
would cite the experiences
of childhood, for boys who
love one another most ar-
dently often lay aside at






the struggle for place and
fame. Strong and often
just dislikes, too, are be-
gotten, when friends are
asked for something that
they cannot rightly grant,
as, for example, aid in the
gratification of lust or as-
sistance in a crime. Those






er, to have aided them in
their designs? We have
seen how Tiberius Grac-
chus# was abandoned by
Quintus Tubero+ and
other friends when he dis-
turbed the peace of the
Republic. Yet Caius Blos-
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have desired such a thing,”
he replied, “but if he had
desired it I would have
done it.” That was the
answer of a scoundrel!
And, by Hercules, his con-
duct (ﬁd not belie, but
rather surpassed, his words;
for instead of giving obe-
dient assent to the auda-
cious scheme of Gracchus
he took a commandin

part in it, showing himsel?
to be a leader rather than









gether, and colleagues in
the censorship ; and there
is a tradition, also, that
Manius Curius and Ti-
berius Coruncanius were
close friends of these men
and of each other. But
we cannot imagine that
either of these men would












senate, and the most im-
portant affairs of state set-
tled by the caprice of the
mob; for more will know
how these revolutionary
movements may be effect-
ed than how to prevent
them.






fellow-citizens who would
aid him in his attack up-
on his native land; and so
both committed suicide.
Such association with evil-
doers, therefore, is not to be
protected by the plea of
friendship, but is rather to
























springs into being. For
what can be so absurd
as to be delighted by
many intrinsically worth-
less things, such as public
honors, fame, fine houses,
and the clothingand adorn-
ment of the body, and not






unserviceable, or proud. It
even guards whole nations
and gives them the wisest
counsel ; and this it surely
would not do if it were
averse to the love of man-
kind in general.

Now the most lovely

] r~ re 1






not, therefore, to be list-
ened to when they talk
about friendship, of which
they know nothing either
in theory or in practice.
For who, by the faith of
gods and men, would be
willing to accept a life of






it is also true that the
wealth and power of those
in high station often pre-
vent the formation of faith-
ful friendships. For not
only is Fortune herself
blind, but she also often
blinds those whom she em-






of fortune, a life unadorned
and deserted by friends
cannot be happy. But
enough on this topic.

We must now deter-
mine what are the limits of
friendship and, as it were,
the bounds of love. On



he should be rated by his
friends.

With no one of these
three opinions can I en-
tirely agree. It is not true,
as the first would have it,
that we should feel toward
a friend only just what we






something should ],
or fall to the grour
lest more than the
amount should be py
But the third rule -
each should be valy,
his friends as he vy
himself —js the me
of all; for there are ;
who are apt to becom
Ppressed al‘:out thems
and to have little hoy
bettering their fortune
is the duty of a fri

tharaino_















tion of our fellows, ought
least of all to be sacrificed.

But he used to com-
plain — for I return often
to Scipio, who spoke on
every opportunity about
friendship — that men are
less painstaking in friend-






have been In some meas-
ure tested.

The worthlessness of
some friends appears in
matters involving a little
money; while others, who
are not affected by a small
pecuniary  consideration
show their true character



tion on the other, will not
promptly choose the lat-
ter? For human nature
is too weak to despise
power; and those who
rise to place and power on
the ruins of friendship be-
lieve that their fault will
be overlooked, because



To pass over this adverse
influence of ambition, how
difficult and how burden-
some seems to most men
participation in the mis-
fortunes of others ! — a fel-
lowship to which few con-






is to be added that one
should never take pleasure
in finding fault with one’s
friends, nor be ready to
believe the charges that
may be brought against
them : this, too, is essential






that promotes good-fel-
lowship and affability.

At this point arises a
question of slight diffi-
culty, namely, whethernew
friends who are worthy
of our friendship are ever
to be preferred to the old,






they may be with moun-
tains and forests.

It is very important in
friendship to conduct one-
self as an equal with inti-
mates who are one’s infe-
riors; for in a group of
friends it often happens
that some surpass the rest






their true birth and de-
scent, and have been dis-
covered to be the sons of
kings or of the gods, retain
their affection for the shep-
herds whom for many years
they have supposed to be
their fathers. To act thus
toward fathers who are






favors ought to be remem-
bered by the one who has
received them, but they
should not be mentioned
by the one who conferred
them. Accordingly, in
friendship, those who are
superior ought to conde-






brother Lucius.®” Buteven
if you are able to do any-
thing you wish for another,
you ought to consider his
capacity.

n general, friendships
can best be judged when

maturity of yearsand char-
acrter hﬂg hPP‘n "Pﬂf‘hPf] ° nor






It is well, also, to lay
-down the rule that im-
moderate affection should
not, as often happens, be
permitted to stand in the
way of important ser-
vices that friends can ren-
der. Thus—to borrow



for thatlvery reasot
perfect friend. In sk
should in all thin,
sider what one m
from a friend, an¢
one can allow his
to obtain from him

The breaking=
friendships is som
however, a misfortu
" cannot be avoidec
in saying this I ¢

Froem o1



asunder; unless the offense
that has been committed
is so unendurable that it is
neither honorable nor right
that the separation should
not be effected at once.
But if some change of
character or of pursuits
has occurred, as is often
the case, or if a difference
of opinion with regard to
public affairs has arisen,



friendships of the wise
but of ordinary ones,—
one should take care lest
there may seem to be not
merely an abandonment
of friendship, but also a
kindling of enmity; for
nothing 1s more repul-



of his personal authority
or bitter hostility.
Accordingly, we should
first of all endeavor to pre-
vent disaffection from
coming between friends;
but when anything of the
kind has happened, let



injury may be seen to be
in the wrong, not he who
suffersit. Against all these
errors and misfortunes
there is one preventive and
guaranty — the avoidance
ot haste in torming attach-
ments and the choice of



nothing in human affairs
as good unless it yields
some return, and they love
those friends most — as
they do their cattle —from
whom they hope to obtain
the most profit. Thus they
lack that loveliest and
most natural form of friend-



never be found; for such
a friend is, as it were, a
second self. Now if we
find that all animals —
birds, fishes, and beasts,
tame and wild — first love
themselves (for that is an
instinct natural to every



Most, however, per-
versely—not to say shame-
lessly—desire to have
friends whose character is
what their own cannot be;
and they demand from
them what they cannot
themselves give in return.
The right course, however,



and each will bear any-
thing for the other’s sake,
nor will either ask from
the other anything that is
not honorable and right:
they will not only cherish
and love, they will even
reverence one another.
For to take away mutual



reach heights to which un-
aided it could not attain.
If any now have, or have
possessed, or shall attain
such fellowship, it should
be regarded as the very
best and happiest compan-
ionship that is possible,
since it leads to the high-






cially in the choosinfg and
retaining of friends : for we
adopt plans that begin at
the wrong end, and do
over again what has al-
ready been done, which
is forbidden by the old
proverb. After we have
formed a close mutual at-






public affairs, or, finally,
are wholly-absorbed in the
pursuit of pleasure — that
without friendship there
can be no life worth liv-
ing, provided they desire
to live to any extent as
becomes men who are not
slaves.

For friendship entwines
itself somehow about the
lives of all; nor is any
mode of life unacquainted
with it. Nay, even when






dure such a life? Would
not this solitude destroy,
for any one, the enjoyment
of every kind of pleasure ?
That saying, therefore, is
true which, if I am not
mistaken, was handed
down through our elders,






should be received in a
friendly spirit. Yet some-
how it is true, as my friend
Terence % says in his “ An-
dria,” that “ complaisance
begets friends, truth ha-
tred.” Truth is, indeed,
troublesome if in fact ha-
tred, which is the bane of
friendship, is begotten by
it; but complaisance is
much more injurious be-
cause by weak indulgence
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but of any man who is not a
slave. For it is one thing
to live with a tyrant, and
another to live with a
friend.

There is no salvation for
the man whose ears are so
tightly closed to the truth
that he will not hear it
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pled and treacherous men,
who in all they say seek
to gratify the wishes of
their friends, and have no
regard for the truth, ought
to be branded under as
many names as possible.
While insincerity is in all



'r

*

able, and mgap;
what can pe ¢
Variable, as th
one who s ty
like 2 weathe
only by the -
wishes of anothe
by his look and
“I any one .
Say no; l'fyes,']
in short, my rul,
Sent to everytt

Orae






us = ately ],
of the assemb]-
Proposed the |
reélection of th

- of the people!

it; but I woy
Speak of Scipio
myself. §o img
immortg] gods,
dignity of hjs m;
great was the m;
his address, that o;
€asily have +h....



demagogical law was re-
jected by the votes of the
people. But, to return to
myself, you remember
how popular, in the con-
sulship of Quintus Maxi-
mus, the brother of Scipio,
and Lucius Mancinus,
seemed to be the law of
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upon truthfulness? For
in friendship you can have
nothing that canbe trusted,
nothing sure, unless, as
they say, you can look
into the open heart of
yourfriend and reveal your
own; you cannot even be






want to hear the truth and
the other is ready to lie is
not friendship at all. Nor
would the flatteries placed
in the mouths of parasites
on the comic stage amuse
us if there were not also
in the plays braggadocios”
to be fooled by them.






clearer-headed man. But
what is moreshameful than
to be played with in this
fashion? Look out that it
does not happen to you as
in the play:* “To-day
you’ve hoaxed andcheated
me beyond the lot of stupid
old men in the comedies.”






these words are, in Latin,
derived from *loving.””s
Moreover, to love is noth-
ing but to have affection
for the one you love, with-
out any thought of a need
on your part which he can
relieve, or of any service






that, if possible, we should
reach the goal, as it were,
with those of our own age
with whom we started in
the race; but since human
life is so frail and so uncer-
tain it is well to be always
on the watch for younger



Nor is it visible to me
alone, since I have always
had it close before me;
it will always stand out
radiant and illustrious in
the sight of future ages.
Hereatter no one will ever
undertake or venture to









give to virtue so high a
place in your esteem that
it shall be the only thing
that you prefer to friend-
ship, which without virtue
cannot exist.






NOTES

Tue ¢<De Amicitia,”> or
¢¢ Laelius,”’ was written in 44
B. C., a little later than the ¢¢ De
Senectute,’’ or ¢¢ Cato Major,”’
and at the request of Titus Pom-
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L. Caecilius Metellus, in 117.
It was the function of the college
of Augurs, of which he was a
member, to interpret the aus-
pices (signs from the heavens,
the direction of the flight of birds,
etc.), with reference to pro-
posed action on the part of the
State, and to determine their






Marius and was slain in 82 s. c.
As Pontifex Maximus he was
the head of the college of pon-
tiffs and the supreme religious
authority in the state.

5. A hall or colonnade pro-
vided with semicircular recesses,
and used for purposes of conver-
sation; or a large semicircular
alcove.












and Stoic philosopher, born in
95 B. c. He supported Pompey
against Caesar, and committed
suicide in 46 B. c. after the vic-
tory of Caesar at Thapsus over
the troops led by Scipio Metel-
lus, Juba, and himself.

15. Socrates.

16. M. Porcius Cato Licini-
anus. He attained distinction as






25. The Stoics.

26. Caius Fabricius Luscinus,
who distinguished himself as a
general in the war against Pyr-
rhus, 280-275 B. c.

27. Manius Curius Dentatus,
noted as the conqueror of Pyr-
rhus in 275 B. c., and as the
builder of the tunnel from Lake
Velinus to the Nar. He was


















ther’s agrarian laws, and endeav-
ored to lay the foundations of a
pure democracy. He again be-
came tribune in 122, but was
defeated in 121, and slain in the
disturbance which followed.

§2. Publius Scipio Nasica, the
leader of the aristocratic party
that assassinated Tib. Gracchus.
His course in this matter so en-
raged the people that his life was
in danger, and the Senate, to save






his father, his presence with the
. army before Troy was declared
by an oracle to be essential to the
capture of that city. He was
one of those who entered the
city in the wooden horse.

63. See note 62.

64. Chosen consul in 141
B. C., in opposition to Laelius.
He gained his election by trickery.






«« Epiclerus”’ of Caecilius Sta-
tius.

75. See note 35.

76. Tiberius Sempronius Grac-
chus, father of the famous tribunes
mentioned above, and son-in-law
to the elder Africanus. He was
tribune in 187 B. c., pretor in
181, and consul in 177 and 163.
He attained great distinction as a
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